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he official start of the third mil-
lennium begins with muted cel-
ehrations in an air of caution.

Back in the States, a dull presi-
dential campaign turned into a wild
spectacle that will polarize and pos-
sibly paralyze the nation in 2001.
Economically, the best of times are
over as the Nasdaq dives, the Dow
downtrends, and the economy teeters
between a soft or hard landing.

An overstressed nation is on
the verge of a social nervous break-
down. There is no relief in sight for
the problems and symptoms -
including the anxieties of air-rage,
road-rage. increasing personal debt,
declining health care, and the fear
of downsizing.

All nations will be affected by
the altershocks of America’s eco-
nomic and political problems, which
will exacerbate the internal and
intramural tensions that already exist
among them. In 2001, stability will
be in short supply and great demand.

UGLY
AMERICANS

A wave of Anti-Americanism
will sweep across the globe
in the 21st century, greater
and more sustained than any
of the “yankee-go-home”
movements that periodically
erupted throughout the 20th
century.

As the rhetoric heats up and
the sentiment deepens, interna-
tional demand for American prod-
ucts will dampen and American
citizens will feel unwelcome = and
often unsafe — in hostile atmos-
pheres abroad.

The half-century love-hate
rl.*]diiun.-:h'l|1 that existed between
America and the rest of the world
will nlt -.:‘II'm]j_;tj.' toward the nega-
tive side of the emotional uqlmtinn.
When  the divided
between superpowers, U.S. allies
were muted in their eriticism, but
will now feel free to jfliﬂ the loud
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chorus of anti-Americanism. In the
|'Il_"iJ| lll u.'nrlll Wirs Hf'lfl F'UIII Wills,
.'lll.llll.!]']L'iI‘:"t 1IFE(‘T'HE."| m-u*r|1m|-‘.r{| 0or
1‘-!}]’[1{1”I!"d hl!‘r :|m:|:|1'|:1t!|*r1||:|;_r, "n-'l."u'i}'!'i
and ii']l'-rig]!!ll'mu-' attitude. Now, as
i'il'H{
become more self-assertive, they
are no longer willing to make
allowances. Though

||'Il"Er III."lH] T['l'l"iir‘.!-i rlilliﬂl't!-i

"u'l.lH:H'-li il"p

America’s vibrant pop culture,
sheltered lr}: her |1'|i.|imr:.' |||i;_:||1
and in ECOnomic
prowess, a series of cracks in her
character and questions about her
behavior are rnuling the world's
ardor for all things American.

awe of her

ACROSS THE SPECTRUM
American pop
fresh and intoxicating for tightly
controlled and stratified societies
abroad. is now regarded — with its
emphasis on violence, mindless
consumption, fake sex and real
stupidity — as numbing and dan-
gerous. The massive penetration of
American customs, tastes and
products in overseas markets has
resulted in growing defenses
against the threat to national char-
acter,

The world is less ‘ﬂ.iﬂing to
readily aceept anything that comes
with a Made in U.S.A. label. Even
her puritan work ethic, embraced
as necessary for

I"l]hll]'i‘.. once so

progress  and
wealth aceumulation in the 20th
century, 15 now h!'irlg ridiculed as
the addiction af a sociely that lives
to work rather than one that works
to live. The global barriers erected
Lo stop impur[elﬂuu ol ;_,fu?m'lit'uil:r
modified foods and hormone-
laden meats from the U.S. will be
fortified to fend off icons of its cul-
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tural hegemony.

America’s military muscle
has always been a double-edged
sword. Now, the fallout from the
wars it has waged is catching up
with the United States. From the
Gulf War to the War in Kosovo,
the blush of military victories
have faded while enmity has
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